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Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1906. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rothwell  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg1  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following*  Report  of 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Rothwell  Urban  District  for 
the  year  ending-  31st  December,  1906,  and  for  convenience  sake  will 
begin  with  the  formal  record  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

Population. 

From  the  Tables  on  page  10  you  will  observe  that  there  are  now 
2,924  houses  in  occupation  in  your  district,  an  increase  of  66  during 
the  past  twelve  months,  and  taking  the  number  of  inhabitants  per 
house  to  be  the  same  as  last  year,  1  estimate  the  population  at  13,700, 
and  the  various  rates  set  forth  in  the  following  Report  are  estimated 
accordingly. 


Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  past  twelve  months 
amounted  to  421,  and  consisted  of  216  males  and  205  females.  Last 
year  the  registered  births  numbered  426.  The  births  recorded  in  the 
Sub-Registration  District  of  Rothwell  numbered  257,  and  comprised 
128  males  and  129  females.  In  the  Sanitary  District  of  Rothwell 
situated  in  the  Sub- Registration  District  of  Ardsley,  the  births 
recorded  amounted  to  164,  and  comprised  88  males  and  76  females. 
Compared  with  last  year  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  births 
registered  in  Rothwell  and  Stourton  to  the  extent  of  8,  and  in 
Lofthouse  and  Carlton  with  Thorpe  there  is  a  increase  of  3. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  entire  District  is  30*72  per  thousand  inhabit¬ 
ants,  as  against  31*72  last  year  and  31*62  in  1904. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  13,  and  comprised  6  males  and  7 
females.  Eight  of  the  above  number  belong  to  Rothwell  and 
Stourton,  and  the  remaining  5  to  Lofthouse  and  Carlton  with  Thorpe. 
The  illegitimate  births  are  in  the  proportion  of  1  in  32  of  all  the  births 
registered.  Last  year  the  proportion  was  1  in  23,  and  in  1904  the 
proportion  was  also  1  in  23. 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the  entire  district  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  31st  December  last  numbered  194,  and  com¬ 
prised  102  males  and  92  females  The  number  registered  in  the  Sub- 
Registration  District  of  Rothwell  numbered  131,  and  comprised  66 
males  and  65  females.  The  number  registered  in  the  Ardsley  Sub- 
Registration  portion  of  your  district  numbered  63,  and  comprised  36 
males  and  27  females.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the 
last  year  numbered  to  189,  and  in  1904  the  registered  deaths  amounted 
to  191. 

Death  Rate. 

The  death-rate  is  14T6  per  thousand  inhabitants  as  against  14-07  last 
year,  and  14-41  in  1904.  Forty-five  per  cent,  of  the  registered  deaths 
consisted  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  17  per  cent,  were 
those  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  upwards.  The  corresponding 
numbers  for  last  year  were  47  and  17  respectively. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Fifty-one  of  the  registered  deaths  were  those  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age.  The  infant  mortality  or  the  proportion  of  deaths  under 
the  age  of  one  year  to  the  registered  births  is  121  per  thousand  births 
and  is  26  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages.  Last  year  the  infant 
mortality  was  161  per  thousand  registered  births,  and  in  1904  it  was 
145.  There  is  a  satisfactory  decrease  in  the  infant  mortality  when 
compared  with  last  year,  and  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  several  years. 

Inquests. 

Seventeen  Inquests  (16  males  and  1  female)  were  held  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  Three  of  the  above  were  held  in  the  South  Ward, 
1  in  the  North  Ward,  5  in  the  Stourton  Ward,  3  in  the  Lofthouse 
Ward,  and  5  in  the  Carlton  Ward.  The  causes  of  death  were  returned 
as  follows  : — Heart  Disease  5,  Killed  3,  Drowned  3.  Chronic 
Alcoholism  2,  Convulsion  1,  Influenza  1,  Apoplexy  1,  and  Liver 
Disease  1.  Three  of  the  above  were  Accidents  and  3  were  Suicides. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

Twenty-six  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  following  Zymotic 
Diseases,  viz.,  Measles  1 1,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  Whooping 
Cough  2,  Diphtheria  1,  Diarrhoea  1,  and  Enteritis  8. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  D16  per  thousand  inhabitants  as  against 
1-78  last  year,  and  1-66  in  1904.  This  year  the  Zymotic  death  rate  is 
highest  in  the  South  Ward  ;  this  was  owing  to  an  epidemic  of 
Measles,  which  caused  6  out  of  the  9  deaths  recorded  as  due  to 
Zymotice  Diseases  in  that  Ward.  As  last  year  the  Stourton  Zymotic 
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death  rate  is  the  second  highest,  and  this  is  as  it  was  last  year  due  to 
Enteritis  and  probably  caused  in  great  part  by  improper  feeding. 
Last  year  the  Zymotic  death  rate  was  lowest  in  the  Carlton  Ward  and 
this  year  again  the  Carlton  Ward  has  the  lowest  Zymotic  death  rate. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December  last  91  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  notified  as  compared  with  142  last  year  and  165  in  1904. 
They  were  as  follows: — Scarlet  Fever  55,  Typhoid  Fever  20, 
Diphtheria  10,  and  Erysipelas  6.  Of  the  above  12  belonged  to  the 
North  Ward,  9  to  the  South  Ward,  20  to  the  Stourton  W  ard,  19  to 
the  Lofthouse  Ward  and  31  to  the  Carlton  Ward.  Fifty-nine  of  the 
above  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and 
these  comprised  38  cases  Scarlet  Fever,  18  Typhoid  Fever,  and  3  of 
Diphtheria.  The  following  Table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  numbers 
of  the  different  infectious  diseases  belonging  to  each  Ward  :  — 
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31 

37 

23 
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8 

Q 

O 

2 

20 

17 

18 

37 

25 

15 

13 

Lofthouse  Ward 

14 

2 

3 

19 

39 

26 

50 

13 

36 

45 

Carlton  Ward  ... 

25 

2 

3 

1 

31 

17 

48 

22 

13 

14 

26 

Total  1906  . 

55 

20 

10 

6 

91 

142 

165 

145 

91 

120 

126 

Total  1905  . 

97 

8 

20 

15 

SP  2 

142 

Total  1904  . 

77 

44 

29 

10 

165 

Total  1903  . 

56 

30 

46 

12 

145 

Total  1902  . 

38 

19 

21 

13 

91 

Total  1901  . 

31 

24 

49 

11 

120 

Total  1900  . 

54 

7 

53 

12 

126 

5carlet  Fever. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  December  last,  55  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  as  against  97  last  year  and  77  in  1904. 
One  case  proved  fatal  as  against  2  last  year  and  1  in  1904.  The 
fatal  case  was  located  in  the  North  Ward.  The  Scarlet  Fever  noti¬ 
fications  were  located  as  follows  : — North  Wrard  5,  South  Ward  4, 
Stourton  Ward  7,  Lofthouse  Ward  14,  and  Carlton  Ward  25.  Although 
at  no  time  during  the  year  did  the  disease  assume  epidemic  form,  it 
was  more  or  less  prevalent  throughout  your  entire  district  during  the 
whole  year  though  the  large  majority  of  the  cases  were  located  in  the 
Lofthouse  and  Carlton  Wards.  During  the  whole  year  the  disease 
was  of  an  exceptionally  mild  type  and  many  of  the  cases  were  in  the 


peeling-  stage  before  they  were  notified  and  were  only  discovered 
when  a  medical  man  had  been  called  in  to  treat  the  patient  for  some 
illness  resulting  from  the  disease.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  your 
Sanitary  Authority  to  cope  with  the  sneaking  type  of  Scarlet  Fever 
which  has  been  prevalent  throughout  your  district  for  several  years 
past  as  many  of  the  cases  are  never  notified  nor  are  any  precautions 
taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading.  All  cases  notified  are 
promptly  attended  to  and  every  case  that  cannot  be  properly  isolated 
and  treated  at  home  is  at  once  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  and  every  means  is  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spread¬ 
ing.  Thirty-eight  of  the  55  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  were 
removed  to  the  Hospital. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Twenty  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  31st  last,  as  against  8  cases  last  year,  and 
44  in  1904.  The  cases  notified  were  located  as  follows  :  —  North 
Ward  4,  South  Ward  4,  Stourton  Ward  8,  Lofthouse  Ward  2,  and 
Carlton  Ward  2.  Two  of  the  above  proved  fatal  as  against  3  last  year 
and  6  in  1904.  The  fatal  cases  were  both  from  the  Stourton  Ward. 
All  the  cases  notified  were  of  sporadic  origin,  and  in  almost  every 
instance  the  disease  supervened  upon  a  previous  illness.  Eighteen  of 
the  20  cases  notified  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Measles. 

No  fever  than  eleven  of  the  26  Zymotic  deaths  registered  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  31st  December  last,  were  due  to  Measles. 
Last  year  the  deaths  from  Measles  were  2,  and  in  1 904  the  deaths 
were  only  1.  The  fatal  cases  were  located  as  follows  : — North 
Ward  3,  South  Ward  6,  and  Stourton  Ward  2.  For  several  years 
past  the  deaths  due  to  Measles  and  its  complications  have  formed 
a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Zymotic  diseases. 
Owing  to  the  Measles  epidemic  the  Schools  at  Stourton  were  closed 
from  February  17th  to  March  5th.  The  Rothwell  Council  School 
was  closed  from  March  5th  to  March  26th,  and  the  National  School 
was  also  closed  from  April  2nd  to  April  12th. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Two  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  ending  31st  December 
last  as  due  to  Whooping  Cough  and  its  complications  as  against  6  cases 
last  year  and  2  in  1904.  The  fatal  cases  were  located  as  follows  : — 
Lofthouse  Ward  1,  and  Carlton  Ward  1. 

Diphtheria. 

Ten  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  31st  December  last,  as  against  20  cases  last  year  and  29  in 
1904.  The  cases  notified  were  located  as  follows  : — South  Ward  1, 
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Stourton  Ward  3,  Lofthouse  Ward  2,  and  Carlton  Ward  3.  One 
of  the  above  cases  proved  fatal.  This  case  was  located  in  the  Loft¬ 
house  Ward.  All  the  cases  notified  were  of  a  very  mild  type.  Three 
of  the  above  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Diarrhoea. 

Diarrhoea  and  Zymotic  Enteritis  were  prevalent  throughout  your 
district  during  the  months  of  August  and  September,  the  large  majority 
of  the  cases  being  those  of  infants  and  young  children,  and  no  fewer 
than  8  of  the  26  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Zymotic  diseases  were 
caused  by  Diarrhoea  and  Zymotic  Enteritis.  The  fatal  cases  were 
located  as  follows: — South  Ward  1,  Stourton  Ward  3,  Lofthouse 
Ward  2,  and  Carlton  Ward  3.  All  the  deaths  were  those  of  infants, 
so  that  probably  the  disease  was  in  great  part  caused  by  improper 
feeding. 

Erysipelas. 

Six  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  31st  last,  as  against  15  last  year,  and  10  in  1904. 
The  cases  notified  were  located  as  follows  : — North  Ward  3,  Stourton 
Ward  2.  and  Carlton  Ward  1.  None  of  the  above  cases  proved  fatal. 

The  above  is  the  history  of  Zymotic  Disease  in  your  district  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st  last.  Every  house  from 
which  a  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified,  was  visited,  and  in  every 
case  disinfectants  were  supplied,  defective  drains  and  gullies  repaired  or 
reconstructed,  sanitary  defects  made  good,  and  proper  means  taken  to 
prevent  the  disease  from  spreading. 


8 


Zymotic  Deaths  in  various  Wards. 


Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

cl 

a  r< 

Diphtheria 

Enteritis 

Total 

Zymotic 

Death  Rate 

Urban  District  Area  ... 

11 

1 

2 

2 

1 

9 

26 

1T6 

North  Ward 

a 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

4 

1-62 

South  Ward  . 

6 

•  •  * 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

3 

9 

3-44 

Stourton  Ward  . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

8 

2-68 

Lofthouse  Ward 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1-07 

Carlton  Ward  ... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

0*69 

Births  and  Deaths  in  various  Wards. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Total  excess 

Births  over 

Deaths. 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Total. 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males. 

Total. 

Urban  District  Area 

216 

205 

421 

102 

92 

194 

227 

North  Ward 

39 

38 

77 

9 

18 

27 

50 

South  Ward 

43 

54 

97 

27 

28 

55 

42 

Stourton  Ward 

46 

37 

83 

30 

19 

49 

34 

Lofthouse  Ward  ... 

46 

40 

86 

14 

13 

27 

59 

Carlton  Ward 

42 

36 

78 

22 

14 

36 

42 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1906  for  England  and  Wales. 


1906. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Great 

Towns. 

(76) 

Smaller 

Towns. 

(142) 

England 
and  Wales 
less  the 
218  Towns 

Birth-rate  ... 

27-0* 

27*9 

26-5 

26-3 

Death-rate  ... 

15*4 

15*9 

14*5 

15T 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ... 

1-73 

2*24 

1*71 

1*18 

Infantile  Mortality  ... 

(per  1,000  births) 

133 

145 

138 

116 

*Lowest  ever  recorded. 
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Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the  year  1906 

in  various  Wards. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 

N.YV. 

s.w. 

St.  W. 

Lt.  W. 

Cn.W. 

Total. 

Measles 

d 

6 

2 

11 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

.  •  • 

1 

W  hooping-cough 
Typhoid  Fever 

. . . 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

Enteritis 

... 

2 

4 

1 

1 

8 

Phthisis 

2 

2 

2 

1 

... 

7 

Other  tubercular  diseas's 

2 

2 

1 

d 

... 

8 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Bronchitis 

5 

5 

2 

2 

14 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Other  respiratory 
diseases 

2 

5 

7 

d 

4 

21 

Alcoholism 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

d 

Premature  Birth 

1 

4 

2 

... 

.. 

7 

Heart  disease  ... 

o 

O 

5 

6 

4 

7 

25 

Accidents 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

o 

O 

1 

5 

Suicides 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

1 

d 

Congenital  debility 

•  • 

5 

2 

.  •  . 

2 

9 

Convulsions,  Dentition 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

d 

All  other  causes 

9 

15 

11 

6 

12 

54 

Totals 

27 

55 

49 

28 

d6 

196 
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The  following-  statistics  and  Tables  explain  themselves  : — 

Age  at  Death. 

The  following-  Table  epitomises  the  ag-es  at  which  deaths  occurred 
in  your  district  : — 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  51  j  90  under 

,,  over  1  year  and  under  5  years  ...  39  \  5  years. 


55 

55 

5 

years 

„  15 

55 

.  .  . 

7 

55 

55 

15 

55 

.,  25 

55 

3 

55 

55 

25 

55 

„  65 

55 

.  .  . 

59 

55 

55 

65 

55 

.  .  . 

35 

'total  Deaths  at  all  ages  .194 

The  grouping  into  various  ages  is  in  accordance  with  the  Schedules 
furnished  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  are  duly  filled  in 
and  accompany  this  Report. 


Estimated  Population,  Number  of  Deaths,  & c.,  with  rates. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

No. of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Births 

Death  rate 
per  1000 
inhabit'nts 

Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
inhabit’nts 

Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1000  births 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate 

1906 

13,700 

194 

421 

14-16 

30-72 

121 

1-16 

1905 

13,430 

189 

426 

14-07 

31-72 

161 

1.78 

1 904 

13.250 

191 

420 

14-41 

31-62 

145 

1-66 

1903 

13,000 

2 1  5 

454 

1 6  "53 

34-92 

171 

2-61 

1902 

12,722 

193 

398 

1517 

31-28 

188 

1-10 

1901 

11,855 

190 

435 

16-02 

36*60 

158 

1-85 

No.  Inhabited  Houses,  Population,  &c.,  at  Census,  iqoi,  &c. 

Number  Number 

Inhabited  Inhabitants 

Census.  Houses.  Population,  per  house. 

Rothwell  Urban  District  Area  ...  1901  ...  2,487  ...11,702  ...  4*70 

do.  do.  ...  1891  ...  1,296  ..  6,205  ...  4*78 

do.  do.  ...  1881  ...  1,077  ...  5,103  ...  4-73 


Infant  Mortality  in  various  Wards. 


No. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

No. 

Inhabit¬ 

ants. 

No. 

Inhab’t’ts 

per 

house. 

No. 

Births 

registered 

Birth 

Rate. 

Deaths 

under 

1  year. 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 
per  1000 
Births. 

Urban  Dis.  Area 

2,924 

13,700 

4-70 

421 

30-72 

51 

121 

North  Ward 

534 

2,461 

4-61 

77 

31-28 

4 

52 

South  Ward 

569 

2,611 

4-59 

97 

37-11 

22 

226 

Stourton  Ward... 

617 

2,975 

4-86 

83 

27-89 

14 

168 

Lofthouse  Ward 

601 

2,788 

4-64 

86 

30-84 

3 

35 

Carlton  Ward  ... 

602 

2,865 

4-76 

78 

27.22 

8 

102 

11 


Deaths  in  various  Wards. 


Popu¬ 

lation. 

I  >eaths 
at  all 
Ages. 

Death- 

Rate. 

Deaths 
under  one 
Year. 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Zymotic 

Death- 

Rate. 

Urban  Dis.  x\rea 

13,700 

194 

14-16 

5  1 

121 

26 

1-16 

North  Ward 

2,461 

27 

10-96 

4 

52 

4 

1-62 

South  Ward 

2,611 

55 

21-06 

22 

226 

9 

3-44 

Stourton  Ward  ... 

2,975 

49 

16-47 

14 

168 

8 

2-68 

Lofthouse  Ward 

2,788 

27 

9-68 

3 

35 

3 

1-07 

Carlton  Ward  ... 

2,865 

36 

12-05 

8 

102 

2 

0-69 

Sanitary  Report. 

Table  C,  which  is  duly  filled  in  and  appended  to  this  Report,  contains 
full  particulars  as  regards  Water  Supply,  Excrement  Disposal,  Sanitary 
Work  during  1906,  &c.,  &c. 

Water  Supply. 

The  following  are  the  extensions  carried  out  during  the  twelve 
months  ending'  31st  December  iast,  viz  :  — 

30  yards  6-inch  main  at  Thorpe. 


There  are  still  22  houses  in  your  district  not  connected  with  the 
mains,  but  as  these  are  mostly  situated  in  isolated  positions  they  must 
of  necessity  continue  to  derive  their  supply  from  wells  and  rain-water 
cisterns. 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  various  portions  of  your 
district  during  the  year  ending  December  31st  last,  amounted  to 
102,107,000  gallons,  which  is  in  the  proportion  of  20-4  gallons  daily 
per  head  of  the  population  for  all  purposes.  The  quantity  supplied 
for  trade  purposes  amounted  to  40, 461,000  gallons,  and  the  quantity 
supplied  for  domestic  purposes  only  amounted  to  01,646.000  gallons, 
which  is  equal  to  12*3  gallons  per  head  of  the  population.  The 
supplies  were  derived  from  the  following  sources  and  in  the  following 
quantities,  viz  :  — 

Leeds  Corporation  ...  74,791,000  gallons* 

Morley  ,,  ...  27.284,000  ,,  > 

Stanley  Urban  District  Council  32,000  ,,  ) 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  houses  in  the  different 
portions  of  your  district  connected  with  your  mains  and  also  those 
which  are  still  deriving  their  supply  from  wells,  &c. 


Total  gallons 
102,107,000. 


District. 

No.  Houses  connected 
with  the  Mains. 

No.  Houses 

Not  Connected 

Roth  well  ... 

1,712 

18 

Carlton  ... 

580 

0 

Lofthouse 

426 

4 

Thorpe 

218 

0 

Totals  ... 

2,936 

22 

12 


The  new  reservoir  at  Thorpe  has  now  been  completed,  and  as  it  has  a 
capacity  of  300,000  gallons  those  portions  of  your  district  hitherto 
inadequately  supplied  should  now  be  provided  with  an  ample  supply 
of  water  for  all  purposes. 

Drainage. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st  last  the  following 
extentions  have  been  carried  out,  viz.  : — 

845  yards  of  24-inch  pipe  sewer  at  Stourton  Sewage  Works. 

434  ,,  18  ,,  ,,  ,, 

194  ,,lo,,  ,,  v 

28  ,,  9  ,,  ,,  Perseverance  Street,  Stourton. 

55  ,,  9  .,  ,,  Stainton  Lane.  Carlton. 

In  addition  to  the  above  280  yards  of  12-inch  pipe  sewer  have  been 
relaid  at  Leadwell  Lane. 

The  Outfall  Works  in  connection  with  the  Stourton  Sewage  scheme 
have  now  been  completed  and  have  been  in  operation  for  several  months 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  main  sewer  in  Pontefract 
Road  all  the  sewers  and  connections  have  been  completed.  For 
several  years  past  the  drainage  of  Stourton  has  been  most  unsatis¬ 
factory,  but  when  the  new  scheme  has  been  properly  completed  the 
nuisance  caused  by  the  old  imperfect  scheme  will  be  entirely  got  rid 
of. 

Throughout  your  district  satisfactory  progress  continues  to  be  made 
with  the  rebuilding  and  reconstructing’  of  defective  privies  and  ash¬ 
pits  and  providing  new  ones.  The  various  cow-sheds  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  your  district  have  been  visited  by  your  Sanitary  Committee, 
accompanied  by  your  Medical  Officer  and  Inspector,  and  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  all  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  All  the 
workshops  in  your  district  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  all 
were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  workshops  number 
28,  and  include  1  bakehouses  and  5  domestic  workshops.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year: — 

Number  of  closets  erected  for  New  Houses  ...  23 

^  Water  Closets  ...  13 

Kinds...  j  Privies  ...  6 

(  Waste  Water  Closets  4 


Total  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  Ashpits  erected  for  New  Houses 


Kinds 


j  Dry  Ashpits 
l  Privy  Ashpits 


16 

9 


Number  of  Sinks  disconnected 

trapped 


18 


18 


•  •  • 


24 

29 


The  work  of  connecting;  house  drains  with  the  sewer  is  being 
steadily  persevered  with,  and  during  the  past  year  2G  houses  have  been 
properly  connected.  The  following  table  furnishes  details  : — 


Houses. 

I''  umber. 

No.  yards 
6-inch  Drains. 

No.  yards 
4-inch  Drains. 

New 

25 

430 

320 

Old  . 

1 

20 

10 

In  all  1,556  yards  of  new  sewers  have  been  laid  and  280  yards  of 
existing  sewers  have  been  re-laid,  whilst  780  yards  of  6-inch  and 
4-inch  drains  in  connection  with  new  and  old  houses  have  been  completed. 


Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  59  cases  of  infectious  diseases  be¬ 
longing  to  your  district  were  admitted  into  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  These  comprised  38  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  18  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  3  of  Diphtheria.  I  would  again  repeat  that,  if  the 
Hospital  is  to  be  a  real  benefit  and  the  means  by  which  infectious 
disease  is  to  be  stamped  out  or  prevented  from  spreading,  it  is  essential 
that  first  cases  in  any  part  of  your  district  should  be  promptly  notified 
and  every  assistance  given  to  your  officials  by  parents  and  guardians 
so  that  patients  may  be  removed  thither  without  delay. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

The  various  factories  and  workshops  in  your  district  have  been 
regularly  visited,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Act  have  been  enforced. 
The  necessary  Tables  have  been  properly  filled  in  and  forwarded  to 
the  Home  Office,  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  giving  full  and  detailed  information 
regarding  the  work  done  in  his  department  during  the  past  year,  will 
be  found  at  page  20  of  this  Report. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  thank  your  Council  for  their  continued  kind¬ 
ness  and  courtesy  and  I  would  especially  thank  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  loyal  support  in  carrying 
out  needed  reforms. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ROBERT  STEVENSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Rothwell,  January  28th,  1907. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1906  and  previous  years. 
Name  of  District — ROTH  WELL  URBAN. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 

nett  Deaths 
at  all  Ages 

Popula¬ 

tion 

esti¬ 

mated 

to 

Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

2 

under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

at  all  Ages  1 

BELONGING  TO 

the  District 

Year. 

1 

Num¬ 

ber. 

3 

Rate  * 

4 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

5 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

regis¬ 

tered. 

6 

N  um¬ 
ber. 

7 

Rate  * 

8 

* 

Num¬ 

ber. 

12 

Rate  * 

13 

1896 

11,850 

406 

34*2 

61 

150 

185 

15*6 

185 

15*6 

1897 

12,200 

397 

32-5 

58 

146 

156 

12*8 

156 

12*8 

1898 

12,750 

366 

28-7 

38 

103 

136 

10*6 

136 

10*6 

1899 

13,200 

435 

32-9 

66 

151 

197 

14*9 

197 

14*9 

1900 

13,600 

388 

28-5 

73 

180 

208 

15*2 

208 

15*2 

1901 

11,855 

435 

36*6 

69 

158 

190 

16*0 

190 

16*0 

1902 

12,722 

398 

31*28 

73 

183 

193 

15*17 

193 

15*17 

1903 

13,000 

454 

34*92 

78 

171 

215 

16*53 

215 

16*53 

1904 

13,250 

420 

31*62 

61 

145 

191 

14*41 

191 

14*41 

1905 

13,430 

426 

31*72 

69 

161 

189 

14*07 

189 

14*07 

Averages 

for  years 
1896-1905. 

12,787 

412 

32*29 

64 

154 

186 

14*52 

186 

14*52 

1906 

13,700 

421 

30*72 

51 

121 

192 

14*01 

194 

14*16 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


*9 — Total  Deaths  of  Residents  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  District — 4. 

10 —  Deaths  of  Non-residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  District 

—4. 

11 —  Deaths  of  Residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the 

District — 6. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  — 11,702  ) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,487.  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house — 4*70) 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) — 5,742. 

Institutions  within  the  district  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  district. — Hunslet  Union  Workhouse,  and  the  Roth- 
well,  Hunslet,  and  Methley  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  district  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  district. — Leeds  General  Infirmary,  and  West  Riding  Asylum 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District? — Yes. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1906  and  previous  years. 
Name  of  District — ROT  11  WE  L  L  U  R  B  A  N . 


Name  of  Locality. — ROTH  WELL  U  KB  AN. 


Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year 

Births  regis¬ 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

1896  . 

11,850 

406 

185 

6 1 

1897  . 

12,200 

397 

1 56 

58 

1898  . 

12,750 

366 

1 36 

38 

1899  . 

13,200 

435 

197 

66 

1900  . 

13,600 

388 

208 

73 

1901  . 

11,855 

435 

190 

69 

1902  . 

12,722 

398 

193 

73 

1903  . 

13,000 

454 

215 

78 

1904  . 

13,250 

420 

191 

61 

1905 

13,430 

426 

189 

69 

Averages  of  years 
1896  to  1905 

12,785 

412 

1 86 

64 

1906  . 

13,700 

421 

194 

51 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during-  the  Year  1906. 
ROTHWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


1 

Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

No.  of  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital 
from  each 
locality. 

At  all 
Ag°s. 

Under 

1. 

A 

1  to  5. 

t  Ages- 

5  to 
15. 

—  Years 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
65 . 

65  and 

upw'ds 

Small-pox 

•  .  . 

Diphtheria 

9 

... 

.  •  • 

8 

1 

.  .  . 

o 

Mem  b’nousC  roup 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Erysipelas 

7 

. 

.  •  • 

1 

6 

Sea rlet  fever  ... 

55 

1 

13 

34 

6 

1 

38 

Enteric  fever  ... 

21 

... 

1 

.  •  • 

3 

17 

18 

Continued  fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

93 

1 

15 

42 

10 

... 

59 

Isolation  Hospital — 

Roth  well,  Ilunslet,  and  Methley  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1906. 

ROTHWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents  ’’ 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
1  year 

1  and 
under 

0* 

5  and 
under 

15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Measles 

11 

4 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  and  membran- 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

croup  ... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

Fever — Enteric 

2 

•  .  * 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

•  »  • 

1 

•  •  . 

•  •  « 

Enteritis 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

8 

4 

4 

... 

Tuberculosis) 

7 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

5 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

8 

3 

2 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

5 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

14 

4 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

5 

... 

2 

... 

8 

tory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism — Cirrhosis 

21 

6 

12 

1 

1 

1 

of  liver 

2 

•  •  * 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

.  .  . 

Premature  Birth  ... 

7 

7 

•  •  . 

•  •  . 

Heart  Diseases  . 

24 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

1 

13 

10 

Accidents  . 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

3 

Suicides  . 

0 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

3 

•  .  . 

Congenital  Debility 

9 

9 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

Convulsions 

3 

3 

.  .  . 

... 

All  other  causes  ... 

55 

10 

4 

1 

5 

18 

17 

All  causes 

194 

51 

38 

5 

9 

57 

34 

TABLE  V.— BOTH  WELL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Convulsions 

Bronchitis  .. 

Other  Causes 

Atrophy,  Debility,  \ 

Marasmus  / 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  1 

Tabes  Mesenterica  / 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuber-  \ 

culous  ...  J 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  1 

intestinal  Catarrh  J 

Premature  Birth 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Enteritis,  Muco-ent’ritis,  ) 
Gastro-enteritis  / 

All  Causes  . 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

0 

I  1  h-4- 

:  :  co 

0  : 

1— 1 

O 

Under  1  Week. 

co 

:  :  m- 

:  :  h—i 

ha  : 

:  :  : 

CO 

1-2  Weeks. 

:  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  : 

2-3  Weeks. 

tC 

:  :  :  :  :  to  :  :  :  :  : 

1C 

3-4  Weeks. 

1— 1 

,  , 

h-A 

Total  under 

Cl 

:  :  to 

0 

—i  : 

Cl 

1  Month. 

1— 1  : 

:  :  to 

1-2  Months. 

:  co : 

:  :  i-i 

•  • 

2-3  Months. 

to 

:  :  : 

1—1 

!— 1 

tO 

3-4  Months. 

CO 

t-* :  : 

:  :  : 

: 

m-  :  : 

CO 

4-5  Months. 

LO 

:  : 

1— l  : 

;  ; 

:  :  : 

to 

5-6  Months. 

co 

H- 1  H-i : 

: 

CO 

6-7  Months. 

Cl 

:  co : 

:  : 

:  :  'i— 1 

Cl 

7-8  Months. 

CO 

m-  :  : 

:  1— 1  : 

:  1— *■ 

CO 

8-9  Months. 

to 

. 

r-L :  : 

:  :  : 

1— 1  :  : 

tO 

9-10  Months. 

CO 

:  :  : 

I  H- ’ 

•  ; 

1— 1  m-  : 

CO 

10-11  Months. 

Cl 

:  to : 

:  :  : 

;  ; 

i-*  :  to 

Cl 

11-12  Months. 

Cl 

Cl 

Total  Deaths 

Cl  t— 1  tO 

1— 1  >0-  CD 

-1  IO 

Cl  1—1 

under  One  Year. 

District  of  Rothwell  Urban.  Population. 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1906—13,700. 
Births  in  f  legitimate,  408.  Deaths  in  the  f  legitimate  infants,  45. 

the  year.  \  illegitimate,  13.  year  of  1  illegitimate  infants,  6. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  194. 
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TABLE  C.  — 1906. 

ROT II WELL  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


WATER  SUPPLY — Any  extension  or  change  during  1906? — Thorpe  Reser¬ 
voir  constructed.  Capacity  300,000  gallons.  Opened  Nov.  1st,  1906. 

SEWREAGE — 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1906  ? — 845  yards  of  24-in.,  434 
yards  of  18-in.,  194  yards  of  15-in.,  28  yards  of  9-in.,  at  Stourton. 
55  yards  of  9-in.  at  Stainton  Lane,  Carlton.  280  yard  of  2-in.  relaid 
at  Leadwell  Lane,  Rothwell. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. — Any  marketable  produce  grown  011  Sewage  plots  ? — 
Oats,  Mangel  Wurzels,  Turnips,  Vegetables. 

SCAVENGING — Performed  by  District  Council.  Annual  Cost  £580  12s.  4d. 
No.  of  Public  Urinals  in  district— 1.  Sanitary  condition — Good. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

No.  on 
Regist’r 

T’tai  No. 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made. 

General 
Condition  ? 

Legal 
Proce’d- 
ings 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses... 

Canal  Boats 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

99 

Good 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

7 

7 

51 

Very  Good 

Cowsheds 

57 

57 

133 

Good 

Offensive  Trades  :— 1  Tripe 
Boiler,  3  Fat  Extractors. 

4 

4 

16 

Good 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS— No.  in  district — 14.  Any  nuisance? — No  complaint. 

COWSHEDS— 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1906  ?— Special  visit  by  Sanitary 
Committee. 

Are  “Rules  for  Milkers  ”  still  exhibited  in  all  cowsheds  ?—  Yes. 

Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g .,  under  ‘  Milk  Clauses  ’ 
concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district  ? — No. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 

What  apparatus  is  available  for  disinfecting  clothing,  and  where  ? _ 

Rothwell,  Methley  and  Hunslet  Joint  Hospital  Disinfector. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected  ?— Formalin  fumigation  and  spraying. 

SCHOOLS— 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with  school 
life  during  1906  ? — Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

No.  of  Special  Reports  by  M.O.H.  advising  school  closure— Three 
Schools  closed. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT— Any  cases  of  anthrax  in  factories  or 

workshops  during  1906? — No. 

DWELLINGS— 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1906—25.  General  character— Through. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ? — Yes.  Are  records 
kept  ? — Yes. 
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PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION  - 

Any  system  of  notification  ? — Voluntary  notification. 

Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Patients’  Houses  ?— Treated  as  an  Infectious 
Disease. 

Any  Disinfection  of  ditto  ? — Yes. 

Any  Distribution  of  Advice? — Yes. 

Any  Disinfection  of  public  rooms,  vehicles,  etc.? — All  Houses 
Disinfected. 

NUISANCES— 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1905— -7.  At  close  of  1906 — 
18.  Reported  during  1906 — 194.  Abated  during  1906  —279. 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  during 
1906 — 20.  Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings  — 
None. 

No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1906 — 24. 

,,  „  trapped  „  29. 

No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1906 — 23.  Kinds — 13  w.c.’s,  4 
Waste  Water  Closets  and  6  Privies. 

No.  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  1906  -22.  Kinds — 33  Privies 
and  20  Ashpits,  of  which  18  were  rebuit  and  4  covered  in  ;  2  W.C.’s 
and  17  extra  Privies  were  built. 

What  actions  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  ? 
Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — 21  Prosecutions  —None. 
Burial  Grounds. — No.  in  District — 3.  Any  need  (a)  for  extension  ? — No. 
(b)  closure  ? —  No. 

No.  of  Allotments  provided  under  the  Acts  or  otherwise  during  1906—15. 

BIRTHS  during  1906- -Males  216,  Females  205.  Total  421. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above,  13. 

DEATHS  during  1906 — 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  total  actually  registered  in  the  district  without  any 

correction,  190. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  rates  are  calculated  Males  102,  Females  92. 

Total  194. 
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REPORT  by  E.  F.  MOORHOUSE, 

SANITARY  AND  BUILDING  INSPECTOR. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following-  is  a  brief  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  and 
Improvements  carried  out  in  your  district  during-  the  past  year  : — 

Correspondence. 

Number  of  letters  written  and  notices  served,  353. 


Number  of  inspections  to  drainage  ...  ...  ...  108 

,,  inspections  and  visits  for  abatement  of  nuisances  100 
„  appointments  kept  ...  ...  ...  292 

Nuisances. 


Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  279 

,,  complaints  registered  ...  ...  ...  134 

,,  unabated  nuisances  on  books  December  31st,  1906  18 


Details  of  nuisances  abated  - 

l.  of 

stopped  drains  cleared  ... 

43 

55 

stopped  w.c.’s  cleared 

3 

55 

stopped  w.w.c.’s  cleared  ... 

25 

55 

existing  houses  drained  to 

main  sewer 

1 

55 

defective  drains  complete¬ 

ly  relaid  ... 

12 

55 

existing  house  drains  ven¬ 

tilated 

4 

55 

existing  house  drains  dis¬ 

connected 

24 

55 

new  sink  pipes  inserted  ... 

14 

55 

sink  pipes  trapped 

29 

55 

new  sinks 

2 

55 

intercepting  chambers  to 

existing  drainage 

6 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  to  exist¬ 
ing  drainage  ...  ...  (> 

,,  defective  roofs  repaired  6 
,,  defective  eaves  spouting- 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  offensive  accumulations  re¬ 
moved  ...  ...  ...  9 

„  alterations  to  ashpits  ...  25 

,,  dirty  houses  and  yards 

cleared  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  new  cesspools  constructed 

for  relaid  drains  ...  2. 

„  manure  chambers  built  ...  2 

,,  swine  removed  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  34 


Old  drains  tested 


f  Found  satisfactory  ...  3)  r~ 

\  Found  defective  ...  52/  00 


The  abatement  of  nuisances  must  necessarily  continue  to  be  a  most 
important  part  in  the  sanitation  of  the  district,  as  it  affects  wholly  and 
solely  the  daily  health  and  comfort  of  householders,  and,  with  few 
exceptions,  I  have  found  landlords  ready  to  remedy  defects  and  carry 
out  improvements,  and  householders  are  very  appreciative  of  what  is 
done  in  this  respect,  although  many  of  them  are  very  reluctant  to 
complain  where  serious  defects  often  exist. 


Scavenging. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  loads  of  nightsoil  removed 
during  the  year,  with  cost  per  load,  etc.,  for  the  past  live  years  : — 
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Year. 

1906 

Loads. 

9,606 

Total  cost  of  removal 
per  load  of  refuse. 

Is.  24d. 

Total  cost  of  removal 
of  refuse  per  ashpit. 

8s.  8d. 

1905 

... 

9,143 

Is.  3jd. 

9s.  Od. 

1904 

•  •  • 

8,928 

Is.  4^d. 

9s.  5Jd. 

1903 

,  »  , 

8,941 

Is.  4^d. 

9s.  lOd. 

1902 

.  .  . 

7,778 

Is.  o^d. 

9s.  9^d. 

During  the  past  year  it  has  been  made  obligatory  on  Contractors  to 
have  all  nightsoil  removed  and  cleared  away  not  later  than  9  a.m. 
This  has  undoubtedly  been  a  great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  of  your 
district,  particularly  in  the  summer  months.  I  consider  the  removal 
of  nightsoil  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory,  although 
the  varying  sizes  of  the  ashpits  in  this  district  will  always  make 
uniform  cleansing  a  difficult  matter.  The  nightsoil  continues  to  be 
satisfactorily  disposed  of  on  the  land,  there  having  been  up  to  the  present 
a  good  demand  for  the  privy  contents,  although  the  question  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  refuse  destructor  or  other  means  of  disposal  may  be  forced 
on  the  Council  at  any  time  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  dry  ash¬ 
pits  at  Stourton  and  Robin  Hood. 

The  sewers,  cesspools,  and  house  gullies  have  been  regularly 
cleansed  and  disinfected. 


Summary  of  Conveniences  in  the  district  : — 


No.  of 

ashpits  in  use  in  Dec., 

No.  of  trough  closets  flushed 

1906  . 

1839 

automatically  with 

55 

ashpits  open 

144 

town’s  water 

145 

55 

ashpits  covered  in 

1195 

,,  trough  closets  flushed 

V 

dry  ashpits 

369 

by  sanitary  staff, 

55 

privies  ... 

1543 

with  town’s  water  ... 

14 

55 

combined  privies  and 

„  urinals  cleansed  by 

ashpits 

972 

sanitary  staff 

1 

55 

water  closets  ... 

498 

,,  cesspools  emptied  by 

55 

waste  water  closets  ... 

123 

sanitary  staff 
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Good  progress  has  been  made  in  improving  existing  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  and  providing  additional  accommodation  in  this  respect  in 
the  district,  as  per  the  following  table  : — 


8  Blocks  consisting  of  1  Privy  and  1  Ashpit. 

5  2  ,,  ,, 

3  4 

1  Block  „  2  W.C.’s  and  2  Ash  bins. 

1  „  „  1  W.W.C.  and  1  Ashbin. 

In  addition  4  ashpits  have  been  covered  in,  and  extra  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  provided  to  the  extent  of  2  w.c.’s,  and  17  privies. 

\ 

Infectious  Disease. 

I  have  made  91  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year 
and,  in  addition,  numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  the  schools  in  the 
district  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  sources  of  infection  and  preventing 
its  further  spreading.  A  list  of  instructions  and  precautions  to  be 
observed,  with  the  liabilities  of  householders  regarding  same,  has  been 
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drawn  up,  which  I  personally  serve  at  each  infected  house,  pointing* 
out  to  the  householder  its  contents,  so  that  there  is  no  excuse  for  any 
householder  not  taking  the  fullest  precautions  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
get  householders  to  fully  understand  their  responsibilities  in  these 
cases.  80  houses,  3  schools,  and  2  vehicles  have  been  disinfected. 
During  the  year  Phthisis  has  been  adopted  as  a  voluntary  notifiable 
disease,  and  disinfection  is  now  carried  out  in  this  disease  as  in  other 
infectious  diseases. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

,,  purveyors  of  milk  on  register  (not  cowkeepers)  ...  16 

,,  cowsheds  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

The  improvements  to  cowsheds  during  the  year  include  a  new  cow¬ 
shed  in  place  of  two  condemned,  floors  relaid  in  5  cowsheds,  4  provided 
with  more  light  and  ventilation,  and  10  have  had  improvements  of  a 
miscellaneous  character  carried  out.  A  veterinary  inspection  of  16 
cows  in  one  cowshed  was  made  for  a  case  of  suspected  tuberculosis, 
the  tuberculin  test  being*  applied.  One  cow  failed  to  pass  the  test,  and 
the  milk  from  this  cow  was  stopped  being  sold  to  the  public.  I  con¬ 
sider  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  fairly  satisfactorily  structurally,  but 
the  cleanliness  of  cowsheds  is  most  unsatisfactory.  The  following  is 
a  sample  of  the  cleanly  habit  of  milkers  : — Whilst  recently  visiting  a 
cowshed  during  milking  operations  I  drew  the  milker’s  attention  to  a 
piece  of  dried  cowdung  the  size  of  a  crown  piece  which  had  dropped 
into  the  milk  from  the  cow’s  flank,  but  my  remonstrance  elicited 
nothing  more  than  the  remark  that  “  Aw,  a  bit  o’  cow-muck’s  nowt, 
all  t’milk  ’ll  be  siled  afore  it  goes  aht.”  On  further  pointing  out  that 
it  was  bound  to  affect  the  flavour  and  purity  of  the  milk,  the  milker 
simply  dipped  his  dirty  fingers  into  the  milk  and  picked  it  out.  I  am 
confident  if  some  householders  could  only  see  some  of  the  dirty  cow¬ 
sheds  from  which  their  milk  comes  and  the  dirty  habits  of  the  milkers, 
they  would  at  once  stop  their  custom  until  the  seller  could  shew  a 
certificate  from  the  Council  that  his  cowshed  was  clean  and  satisfac¬ 
tory.  [t  is  often  said,  and  with  truth,  that  cowsheds  in  other  districts 
are  worse  than  ours,  but  it  is  only  a  question  of  degree,  and  two 
blacks  do  not  make  a  white.  I  certainly  consider  that  the  regulations 
cannot  be  too  strictly  enforced  to  ensure  the  purity  and  cleanliness  of 
milk,  which  should  be  the  first  consideration. 

SSaughter-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  kept  clean,  but,  if  not  frequently 
visited,  swilling  down  after  slaughtering  is  neglected.  There  are  4 
offensive  trades,  consisting  of  1  tripe  dresser  and  3  fat  extractors, 
with  14  fried  fish  shops,  carried  on  in  the  district.  The  tripe  dresser’s 
establishment  is  the  cleanest  of  its  kind  1  ever  saw  and  is  an  example 
of  what  can  be  done  when  the  occupier  is  willing  and  of  a  cleanly 
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nature.  The  fried  fish  shops  are,  on  the  whole,  kept  clean,  but  I  think 
that  no  place  where  fish  is  fried  should  be  allowed  within  50  feet  of  a 
dwelling-house.  Several,  who  live  near  these  places,  have  advocated 
a  500  feet  radius. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Twenty  samples  of  new  milk  and  1  of  skimmed  milk  have  been 
taken  by  me  during  the  year.  All  were  genuine,  but  1  was  of  poor 
quality  and  2  contained  boric  acid  as  a  preservative ;  one  of  these  was 
also  of  doubtful  quality. 

Canal  Boats. 

Ninety-nine  canal  boats  have  been  inspected,  3  of  which  had  the 
living  cabins  in  a  bad  state  of  repair  and  8  were  improperly  registered. 
All  have  been  remedied. 

Buildings. 

Twenty-five  dwelling-houses  and  10  buildings  of  a  miscellaneous 
character,  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Of  the  25  houses  2  have 
eight  rooms,  5  seven  rooms,  2  six  rooms,  11  live  rooms,  and  5  four 
rooms  above  the  ground  level.  Thirty-three  plans  have  been  deposited, 
of  which  24  were  approved  and  9  disapproved.  There  are  10  houses 
in  course  of  erection  in  the  district,  and  44  empty  houses  against  84 
empty  at  the  end  of  1905.  During  the  10  years,  1897  to  1907,  676 
houses  have  been  built  with  an  increase  in  population  of  1,800,  from 
12,200  in  1897  to  14,000  in  1906.  This  is  an  average  of  3  persons  per 
house  as  against  4-7  persons  per  house  throughout  the  district.  From 
these  data  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any  difficulty  in  getting  a 
decent  house  at  a  fair  rent  (the  average  gross  rent  of  houses  in  this 
district  is  about  4/3  per  week)  for  those  who  wish  it,  but  I  find  that 
many  people  begrudge  the  shilling  or  two  a  week,  the  difference 
between  an  old  dilapidated  house  and  a  decent  house.  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  with  many  people  the  saving  of  shillings  in  house  rent 
is  the  cause  of  pounds  being  spent  in  sickness,  and  the  majority  of  the 
people  living  in  the  most  dilapidated  houses  are  those  who  can  really 
afford,  if  they  wish,  to  pay  more  rent  for  a  better  house.  The  present 
Building  Bye-Laws,  which  have  been  in  operation  since  1892,  in  my 
my  opinion  might,  with  advantage  to  the  district,  be  revised  and 
extended. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy 
of  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  also  my  thanks  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  his  able  and  courteous  help  in  the  carrying  out 
of  my  duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

Ernest  Frederick  Moorhouse, 

Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst. 


